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her husband's claim to a large sum of money
which William had been reluctant to concede
to him. Nevertheless, he welcomed the King's
favour.

The half-lunatic King of Spain slowly passed
away (November,  1700), but before he did so
he bequeathed his throne to Philip of Anjou,
grandson of Louis XIV, in order to preserve the
unity of his Empire.  Although Louis had entered
into  negotiations  with  William  to   divide  the
Spanish possessions with the Habsburg Austrian
Emperor, and had signed two Partition Treaties
to this effect, he could not resist this glorious
opportunity of family aggrandizement and decided
to accept the will.   William was shocked to the
core:   " I  am perfectly persuaded,"   he  said,
" that if this will be executed England and the
Dutch Republic are in the utmost danger of
being totally lost and ruined."     He therefore
urged the Dutch " to oppose so great an evil,"
and promised " to engage people here, by pru-
dent conduct, by degrees and without perceiving
it."   Both England and Holland at first recog-
nized the will, so reluctant were they to embark
on another war.   But Louis XIV's immediate
expulsion of the Dutch garrisons from Belgium
and his replacing of them by French  troops
powerfully affected public opinion in both coun-
tries.    By the middle of 1701  the Opposition
parties in London and Amsterdam were begging
William to prepare for war.   At this crisis William
turned  to   Marlborough;   he   appointed   him
Commander-in-Chief of the English forces and